
 

 
 
Annaliesa Anderson, PhD, FAAM, is the Senior Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer of 
Vaccine Research and Development at Pfizer Inc, and a member of Pfizer’s Worldwide Research, 
Development and Medical leadership team. With over 30 years of pharmaceutical research 
experience, Dr. Anderson leads a fully integrated, global vaccines research and development 
organization, with responsibilities ranging from discovery to registration and post-marketing 
commitments. She manages a clinical vaccines portfolio that includes vaccines to prevent or treat 
diseases of significant unmet medical need. These include vaccine programs directed at the 
prevention of diseases due to Streptococcus pneumoniae, Neisseria meningitidis, Clostridioides 
difficile, Escherichia coli, Respiratory Syncytial Virus, SARS-CoV-2, and Influenza, among many 
others, as well as the development of PAXLOVID®, the first authorized oral COVID-19 antiviral 
treatment. 
 
Dr. Anderson earned her doctorate in biological sciences at the University of Warwick, England, in 
collaboration with AstraZeneca in the field of microbial ecology. She completed two post-doctoral 
fellowships funded by the UK natural environmental council and the Royal Society, with sabbaticals 
at CromaXome Corporation and Kaiserslautern University. Prior to joining Pfizer, she worked at 
Merck Research Laboratories in Rahway, NJ, where she founded Merck’s prokaryotic bio-
combinational engineering laboratory. 
 
Dr. Anderson has over 120 publications and an extensive patent portfolio in the areas of vaccine and 
anti-infective research and development. She is a member of the Microbiology Society, the 
American Society for Microbiology, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine, and an elected 
fellow to the American Academy of Microbiology. In addition, she serves on the Microbiology and 
Infectious Disease Steering Committee at the New York Academy of Sciences, as well as the 
American Society for Microbiology Service Awards Selection Committee. 
 

 

 

 
 


