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Respiratory Virus Season 2026-27 Recommendations

Influenza Vaccine – No Changes 

➢ Policy statement: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-078778

➢ Technical report: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-078779

COVID-19 Vaccine – No Changes 

➢ Policy statement: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079045

➢ Technical report: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079046

RSV Immunization – Changes to second season guidance

➢ Policy statement: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079047

➢ Technical report: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079049

All recommendations can be 
found on: 

www.aap.org/Immunization
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Influenza 2026-2027 Recommendations: Unchanged

• No change in recommendations from 2025-2026
• The AAP recommends annual influenza vaccination of all children without medical 

contraindications starting at 6 months of age. 
• Any licensed influenza vaccine appropriate for age and health status can be 

administered, as soon as possible in the season, without preference for one product 
or formulation.

• Policy Statement and Technical Report Updates
• Immunization of immunocompromised hosts have been updated to align with 

evidence-based recommendations from other groups and professional societies.  



COVID-19 2026-2027 Recommendations: Unchanged

• No Change from 2025-2026 Recommendation
• AAP recommends COVID-19 vaccination of all children 6 through 23 months without medical 

contraindications
• Single dose of age-appropriate 2026-27 COVID-19 vaccine for  2 through 18 years of age in the following risk 

groups regardless of prior COVID-19 vaccination status:
▪ Persons at high risk of severe COVID-19
▪ Residents of long-term care facilities or other congregate settings
▪ Persons who have never been vaccinated against COVID-19
▪ Persons whose household contacts are at high risk for severe COVID-19

• Children 2 through 18 years of age not included in the risk groups above whose parent or guardian desires 
protection from COVID-19 should be offered a single dose 

• Children 6 months through 18 years of age who are moderately or severely immunocompromised require 2 
or more doses of age-appropriate 2026-27 COVID-19 vaccine depending on previous vaccination status



RSV Immunization 

2026-2027 
Recommendations

Changes from 2025-2026 Recommendations 
(2nd Season): 
Criteria for administration of RSV immunization in infants and children 8 through 19 
months of age entering their second RSV season have been expanded to include 
conditions conferring higher risk of significant illness
• Children born preterm, at <32 weeks gestation, regardless of the need for medication 

or other support
• Children with hemodynamically significant congenital heart disease
• Children with anatomic pulmonary abnormalities or neuromuscular disorders that 

put them at risk for severe disease
• Children with Down syndrome or other chromosomal differences placing them at 

higher risk of severe RSV disease
• Children with chronic lung disease attributable to prematurity or to other significant 

neonatal conditions who required medical support (chronic corticosteroid therapy, 
diuretic therapy, or supplemental oxygen) at any time during the 6-month period 
before the start of the second RSV season

• Children with severe immunocompromise
• Children with cystic fibrosis who have either manifestations of severe lung disease 

(previous hospitalization for pulmonary exacerbation in the first year of life or 
abnormalities on chest imaging that persist when stable), or weight-for-length that 
is less than the 10th percentile

• American Indian or Alaska Native children due to systemic inequities causing barriers 
to access

No Changes from 2025-2026 
Recommendations (1st Season): 
RSV immunization for infants 
<8 months of age born during or 
entering their first RSV season



RSV Vaccine

• Scope of AAP's evidence review was primarily focused on 
safety and efficacy of the monoclonal antibody - where 
high-quality evidence and surveillance data exists for 
children

• Because of FDA indications and limited data in children < 18 
years of age, AAP did not make specific recommendations 
for RSV vaccine for immunocompromised adolescents 
who are 18 years of age and under for the 2026-2027 season

• May be in scope of AAP's future evidence review and 
recommendations as more research and data become 
available

• For fall respiratory season, IDSA focused on vaccine 
recommendations for immunocompromised populations 
and made a recommendation for clinicians to be able to 
consider the RSV vaccine for adolescents under SCDM



Updated Immunization Schedule Published

• Major updates include:

• Updated notes for RSV, 
influenza and COVID-19 to 
align with AAP policies

• MenQuadfi (MenACWY-TT) 
minimum age changed to 6 
weeks (from 2 years) for 
infants at high risk

• See the Addendum on Page 18 
for detailed list of changes



AAP Implementation Resources

New! Immunization Fact Sheets COVID Vaccine Dosing Guide RSV Immunization Visual Guide



AAP Webinar

Red Book Hot Topics Live Webinar: 

Preparing for 2026-27 Respiratory 
Virus Season

Tuesday, Sept 15, 2026, 6-7 pm CT

Register today!

https://aap.webex.com/weblink/register/ra91061ce843a56fa91a4181bc0d672f3


Thank You!
Ggibbs@aap.org
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