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A B O U T

The National Council of Urban Indian Health (NCUIH) is the national non-profit organization devoted to the support and 

development of quality, accessible, and culturally-competent health and public health services for American Indians and 

Alaska Natives (AI/ANs) living in urban areas.

NCUIH is the only national representative of the 41 Title V Urban Indian Organizations (UIOs) under the Indian Health 

Service (IHS) in the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA). NCUIH strives to improve the health of the over 70% of 

the AI/AN population that lives in urban areas, supported by quality health care centers.
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Looking Back to 2009…
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• H1N1 death rate:
• Disparities in transmission, hospilitization, and death.

• Rate Ratio of AI/AN to non-AI/AN deaths – 4.0 (2.9-5.6) [1]

• Risk Factors:
• Smoking, crowded housing, pre-existing chronic disparities (Asthma, Diabetes, CVD, etc), early 

access to care, healthcare barriers (transportation, etc). [2]

• access to vaccines*** 

• Under-vaccination in Medicaid Population:
• “12.3% Medicaid enrollees in the sample were vaccinated for H1N1 in 2009–2010. Race-

specific vaccination rates ranged from 8.1% in American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) to 
19.8% in Asian/Pacific Islander Medicaid enrollees….” [3]
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Yearly Influenza Vaccination Disparities Persist….
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• American Indian/Alaska Native adults aged 18 years and over were 20 percent less 
likely as their non-Hispanic white counterparts to have received the influenza 
(flu) shot in 2020. [4]
• Pretty Stable year to year.
• ~ 10% less likely if over 65yr
• ~ 20% more likely to have asthma

• Access:
• Transportation
• Frequency of Care
• Limits of Care received at UIOs
• Trust
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COVID-19: Community Strengths exist alongside 
disparities…

5/23/22 ncuih.org 9

• “Compared to white children, American 
Indian/Alaska Native children were 4.5 
times more likely to lose a parent or 
grandparent caregiver…” [5]
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Community Strengths exist alongside disparities[7]…
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#BeAGoodRelative Campaign –
Bridging COVID-19 and Influenza Vaccination (and beyond)
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Addressing COVID-19 and 
Influenza vaccination 
through an adaptive 
campaign…
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Data informed 
outreach…
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Vaccine Promotion Videos
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Spring 2022 – Spring 2023Spring 2021 – Spring 2022

§ Mass COVID-19 vaccination partnership clinic 
in Spring 2021

§ Monthly RAVEN report – use of data to track 
COVID pandemic and the Flu in Urban Areas
§ Supported Social Media campaigns and 

materials

§ July 2021 - Virtual Dialogue on Vaccination

§ Fall 2021 - Three Community of Learning 
vaccination sessions
§ COVID-19 Vaccination 
§ Influenza Vaccination
§ COVID-19 Myths vs Facts Infographic

§ Four Vaccine Promotion Videos with Next Day 
Animations

§ Listening Session at start of flu season

§ Facilitating peer-to-peer training through a 
Community of Learning (COL)

§ Create infographics to pass out to urban AI/AN 
providers for patient care rooms and 
interactions 
§ Posters
§ one-page hand-outs for staff outreach and 

patient education

§ Develop strategies and resources for health 
care organizations 
§ infographics, 
§ education on disparities, 
§ Posts on strategies, vaccine programs, etc.
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https://ncuih.org/vaccine/
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