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2025-26 DRIVE Flu Season: Community Impact 
Amid National Challenges

Responding to Growing Vaccine Uncertainty Across the U.S.

● The 2025–26 flu season occurred during a period of heightened 
public confusion, shifting federal vaccine messaging, declining 
trust in public health institutions, and reduced vaccine 
promotion efforts seen across many states and communities 
nationwide.

● Partners reported challenges including:
○ Increased vaccine hesitancy and misinformation
○ Fear and uncertainty within immigrant and underserved 

communities
○ Outreach fatigue from repeated vaccine messaging
○ Reduced funding and staffing limitations impacting 

community engagement efforts
● However, they continued to maintain vaccine confidence in 

Black, Hispanic, immigrant, and historically underserved 
populations.

● Despite the challenges, DRIVE partners successfully expanded 
trusted outreach in churches, salons, healthcare systems, public 
health campaigns, and community-based education initiatives.
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How DRIVE Partners Responded & Delivered 
Impact
Trusted Messengers Helped Sustain Community Confidence

● Flu Ready NOLA used culturally relevant outreach, 
grassroots partnerships, and multi-channel 
communications to increase public engagement despite 
reduced state-level vaccine promotion efforts.

● Faith Health Alliance churches helped reduce fear and 
hesitation by hosting vaccine clinics in trusted faith 
settings and integrating vaccine education into broader 
health ministry efforts.

● NMQF strengthened national vaccine equity leadership 
through advocacy training, educational resources, 
webinars, and trusted messenger strategies designed to 
combat misinformation and improve equitable access to 
respiratory virus prevention.
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A total of 7 resources were created between 
October 2025 and March 2026 to ensure 
community partners had trusted materials to 
support ongoing vaccine education efforts and 
increase confidence in vaccine uptake.

Resources available here.
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Other Vaccine Projects
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Key Lessons & Next Steps
Building Sustainable Vaccine Equity Infrastructure

● The 2025–26 season reinforced that trusted 
messengers —including clinicians, pastors, 
community advocates, salons, and local 
organizations —remained trusted pillars of 
consistency during a period of uncertainty and 
shifting vaccine messaging, helping sustain 
community trust, confidence, and engagement.

● Moving forward, DRIVE works and continues to 
strengthen equitable, community-driven 
approaches that support long-term public health 
resilience and trusted engagement nationwide.
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