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The American Academy of Pediatrics

We're 67,000 pediatricians committed to the optimal physical, mental, and social
health and well-being for all infants, children, adolescents, and young adults.
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AAP Has Been Making Vaccine Recommendations
for Children since 1935

The first vaccine recommendations for children
The AAP made the first vaccine recommendations for children in the late 1930s. This
was years before other groups of scientists, health professionals or the government
published their vaccine recommendations.

The AAP worked closely with the ACIEBand in 1995 this resulted in the creation of a
single vaccine schedule. The schedule was easy to understand,and it included the
immunizations children needed.
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AAP 2026 Vaccine Recommendations

Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization

Schedule for Ages 18 Years or Younger
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230+ Organizations Voice Support for AAP’s Vaccine Recommendations

» WE SUPPORT AAP’S
VACCINE SCHEDULE

Vaccines keep ) WE FOLLOW AAP'S

Eggﬂ:f;and VACCINE SCHEDULE

thriving.
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thriving. 4 ), WE SUPPORT AAP'S
VACCINE SCHEDULE

We join more than 200 organizations
to show our support for vaccine
recommendations from the American
Academy of Pediatrics.
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A deadly bacterial disease is returning,
doctors warn, as vaccination rates fall

Hib once killed 1,000 children a year, permanently disabling many more. Doctors who've never
seen the disease say the comeback is changing the way they practice medicine.

US nears 1,700 measles cases, with 73 new
lnfe‘:tlons m Utah Young children see drop in rates for 5 vaccines including flu, HepB birth dose

Jim Wappes, April 3, 2026
Topics: Measles

Unvaccinated kids hit hard with flu as

pediatric deaths rise to 52

The vast majority of children who have died of flu so far this season did not get the flu shot, the

CDC reported Friday.

Medical schools must prepare tomorrow’s doctors for
yesterd ay’s diseases American Academy of Pediatrics @’

The return of vaccine-preventable illnesses means updating education
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Collateral Impacts Beyond Vaccines
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Source: Journal of the American Medical Association
Note: Researchers used anonymous US-based electronic health record database
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Influenza Recommendations
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#Admissions

Confirmed Respiratory Disease Past-week Pediatric Hospital Admissions,
50 States and District of Columbia, by Week and Disease
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Source: AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.

Number of Pediatric Hospital Admissions

by Respiratory Disease and Age Group

Current
September 28,

Respiratory Disease

Viral Season
2025 - May 2, 2026

Ages 5-17

Total
Pediatric

COVID-19
Influenza

RSV

6,357
18,380
46,366

2,484
21,312
5,651

8,841
39,692
52,017

Source: AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.
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Number of Pediatric Hospital Admissions
by Respiratory Disease and Age Group

November 3, 2024 — May 2, 2026

Total
R . D' A -4 A '17 . .
espiratory Disease ges 0 ges > Pediatric

COVID-19 20,029 8,310 28,339
Influenza 42,018 47,213 89,231
RSV 113,273 14,800 128,073

Source: AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.

AAP’s Immunization Recommendation Process

Based on evidence:
vaccine safety
epidemiology of diseases in the United States
impact of the diseases
prevention of disease complications

Collaboration with external entities
Professional Societies
Public Health Entities and Experts

Vaccine Integrity Project Influenza

Payers Covid

Manufacturers RSV .
HPV Amercas Academy o Pediarics ()

Community Coalitions and Advocates
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AAP’s Influenza Vaccine Recommendations for 2025-2026

* AAP recommends annual influenza vaccination for all children 6 months and older
* Anyvaccine appropriate for age and health status can be used

— The AAP continues to support World Health Organization recs regarding multiuse vials
in the global vaccine supply (no thimerosal restrictions)

* The number of influenza vaccine doses recommended for children unchanged in the 2025—
2026 influenza season

— Children < 9years of age who have not received at least 2 lifetime doses prior to current season require 2
doses of influenza vaccine this season given at least 4 weeks apart
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What was new for 2025-2026?

* Recommendations for influenza treatment and prophylaxis simplified
* FluMist, live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV), available for administration in the home
by a caregiver for eligible children >2 years of age

— Prescription by patient’s physician not required; after eligibility is determined, a prescription is generated
through an online pharmacy service.

— Shipped to patient home using validated and approved cold-chain procedures and packaging.
— Notcurrently covered as part of Vaccines for Children.

— Caregivers receive text reminders to confirm administration and online pharmacist documents in 1S and

reports dose to the patient’s medical home if pediatrician’s name provided. ;
American Academy of Pediatrics @;

Timing of Influenza Vaccination

e Offerinfluenzavaccine as soon as it becomes
available, especially to children who require 2
doses

* Administer recommended dose(s) ideally by
the end of October

 Continue offering vaccine to unvaccinated
children and families throughout the season

American Academy of Pediatrics @;
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* Red Book Online Influenza Chapter
* Influenza Vaccine Communication Toolkit
* Planningan Influenza Vaccination Clinic

* Influenza Vaccine Implementation FAQs
AAP Inﬂ uenza * Influenza Resources for Families
Resources * |Immunization Resources

* Promoting Vaccine Confidence

e Infection Prevention and Control Resources

The Flu: What Parents Need to Know

Protect Your Child R TN .
from the Flu ' : eg\ @ healthy chil

Make Sure Your Child Gets the Flu Vaccine o
‘ American Academy of Pediatrics @;
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Communication and
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Vaccine Confidence Campaign & Rapid Response Hub:
Surround Sound Approach

PSAs Communications and

social media trainings

Rapid response to .

disinformation Informatlona::(r:ﬁ::i
Traditional media Cultural strategy
outreach

Social media
influencers
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Vaccine
Confidence Toolkit

https://www.aap.org/en/news-
room/campaigns-and-
toolkits/immunizations/

Vaccine Schedules FAQ Carousel (Spanish)

Select Platform > Select Slide

FAQ:
FACT (¥/CHECKED

=0 i

Vaccine Schedules FAQC: | (Englisk

Fact Check Thimerosal

"Together" PSA Select Platform v || Selectslide %

Select Language v Select Length v . e
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HOW TO SPOT
MISLEADING HEALTH CLAIMS

You're scrolling through your phone and a social media post catches your eye. A childhood vaccine is

the cause of a chronic condition. A common medi is secretly dangy T Is of shares.
Adoctor quoted. A link to a "study.” Your stomach drops. That feeling i In fact,

spread false health claims countonit.

'WHY THIS MATTERS WHAT YOU CAN DO

Misleading claims—about nutrition, Talk with your child's healthcare team. If something
medications, mental health, online concerns you, bring it up. Theyd rather have a

vaccines, and more—are everywhere! conversation than have you quietly worry.
Once you recognize the patterns, you

can confidently evaluate any elaim. Ask questions. Your child's healthcare team

genuinely wants to discuss them with you. You will
not be judged or labeled as anti-science.

Pause before you share online or with ather people.

The Sﬂﬂd news? Take 30 seconds to run through the checklist on the
The tricks only work ifyou next page. You could be the person who stops a false
don't see them coming! claim from reaching hundreds more families.

TRUSTED SOURCES

Yourchild’s healthcare team is al the best

first call for questions about your child. For

rything else, here are trusted sources

AMERICAN ACADE!
OF PEDIATRICS (A

CENTER FORUNBIASED
SCIENCE AND HEALTH

A CHECKLIST FOR EVALUATING HEALTH CLAIMS

The next time a health claim gives you that pit-in-your-stomach feeling, run through
these questions. Each one catches a common manipulation tactic:

1S THIS CLAIM TRYING IS IT TRENDING FOR

TOSCARE OR INFORM ME? EVERYONE, OR JUST ON MY FEEDS?
Be skeptical of content that makes you feel Your social media feed amplifies content
intense emotions like anger or hope. Health youve already engaged with. See if major

information can be emotional, but should offer medical organizations and mainstream
resources and next steps, not panic. news are covering it oo

@ Watch for: Enotional manipulation ) (@ Watch for: Echo chambers )
AM 1 BEING OFFERED A SIMPLE DOES IT USE UNCERTAINTY
FIXTO ACOMPLEX PROBLEM? TO DISMISS THE SCIENCE?

host di Scienceis honestabout what it doesnit know, and

Ifsomeone blames a single cause oroffersa that’s a strength, not a weakness. If someone frames
magicsolution, be skeptical. this as conspiracy. they're manipulating you.

o ‘Watch for: Oversimplif ) ° ‘Watch for: Exploiting nuance )
DOES IT CLAIM TIMING 1S SOMEONE
PROVES CAUSATION? PROFITING FROM THIS CLAIM?
When an event and diagnosis happen close Check for financial or personal incentives. These
together, it's easy toassume that one caused may indude: supplementads, “alternative”
the other, but timing alone isrit evidence product links, or political connections.

@ warch for: Coincidental timin @ warch for:Confics ofinterest )
‘WHERE DID THIS COULDTHIS
INFORMATION COME EROM? HAVE BEEN GENERATED BY AI?
Is it backed by a medical organization, Al tools can make realistic articles, images, and
research study, or specialist? A single outlier fake expert quotes. If writing feels generic, the
opinion doesnt change what the broader “expert” doesnit check out, or the source is
medical community has found unfamiliar, verify before trusting it

Thank You!
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