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The American Academy of Pediatrics

We're 67 ,000 pediatricians committed to the optimal physical, mental, and social 
health and well-being for all infants, children, adolescents, and young adults.

Policy Advocacy Education
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How Vaccine Schedules Changed Over Time and Why - HealthyChildren.org

AAP Has Been Making  Vaccine Recommendations 
for Children since 1935

AAP 2026 Vaccine Recommendations

Routine 
recommendations 
against 18 diseases
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230+ Organizations Voice Support for AAP’s Vaccine Recommendations

Managing Vaccine Preventable Diseases
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Collateral Impacts Beyond Vaccines

Influenza Recommendations
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Confirmed Respiratory Disease Past-week Pediatric Hospital Admissions, 
50 States and District of Columbia, by Week and Disease

Source:  AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare 
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  
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Number of Pediatric Hospital Admissions 
by Respiratory Disease and Age Group 

Current Viral Season
September 28, 2025 – May 2, 2026

Source:  AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare 
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  

Total 
PediatricAges 5-17Ages 0-4Respiratory Disease

8,8412,4846,357COVID-19

39,69221,31218,380Influenza

52,0175,65146,366RSV
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Number of Pediatric Hospital Admissions 
by Respiratory Disease and Age Group 

November 3, 2024 – May 2, 2026

Source:  AAP analysis of respiratory-related pediatric admissions based on the “Weekly Hospital Respiratory Data (HRD) Metrics by Jurisdiction, National Healthcare 
Safety Network (NHSN)” published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  

Total 
PediatricAges 5-17Ages 0-4Respiratory Disease

28,3398,31020,029COVID-19
89,23147,21342,018Influenza

128,07314,800113,273RSV

AAP’s Immunization Recommendation Process 

• Based on evidence:
• vaccine safety
• epidemiology of diseases in the United States
• impact of the diseases  
• prevention of disease complications

• Collaboration with external entities 
• Professional Societies 
• Public Health Entities and Experts
• Vaccine Integrity Project
• Payers
• Manufacturers
• Community Coalitions and Advocates

2026 Roadmap:
Influenza
Covid
RSV
HPV
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Evidence 
Review

COID 
Process

Publication 
Process

Kristina A Bryant, MD, FAAP

AAP’s Influenza Vaccine Recommendations for 2025-2026

• AAP recommends annual influenza vaccination for all children 6 months and older

• Any vaccine appropriate for age and health status can be used

‒ The AAP continues to support World Health Organization recs regarding multiuse vials 
in the global vaccine supply (no thimerosal restrictions)

• The number of influenza vaccine doses recommended for children unchanged in the 2025–
2026 influenza season

‒ Children < 9 years of age who have not received at least 2 lifetime doses prior to current season require 2 
doses of influenza vaccine this season given at least 4 weeks apart
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What was new for 2025-2026?

• Recommendations for influenza treatment and prophylaxis simplified

• FluMist, live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV), available for administration in the home
by a caregiver for eligible children ≥2 years of age

‒ Prescription by patient’s physician not required; after eligibility is determined, a prescription is generated 
through an online pharmacy service.

‒ Shipped to patient home using validated and approved cold-chain procedures and packaging.

‒ Not currently covered as part of Vaccines for Children. 

‒ Caregivers receive text reminders to confirm administration and online pharmacist documents in IIS and 
reports dose to the patient’s medical home if pediatrician’s name provided.

Timing of Influenza Vaccination

• Offer influenza vaccine as soon as it becomes 
available, especially to children who require 2 
doses

• Administer recommended dose(s) ideally by 
the end of October

• Continue offering vaccine to unvaccinated 
children and families throughout the season



2026 National Adult and Influenza 
Immunization Summit – 5/19/26

9

• Red Book Online Influenza Chapter

• Influenza Vaccine Communication Toolkit

• Planning an Influenza Vaccination Clinic

• Influenza Vaccine Implementation FAQs

• Influenza Resources for Families

• Immunization Resources

• Promoting Vaccine Confidence

• Infection Prevention and Control Resources

AAP Influenza 
Resources

Communication and 
Engagement
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Vaccine Confidence Campaign & Rapid Response Hub: 
Surround Sound Approach

Rapid response to 
disinformation

Targeted state 
outreach

Communications and 
social media trainings 

PSAs

Social media 
influencers 

Informational parent 
content

Traditional media 
outreach

Cultural strategy

Vaccine 
Confidence Toolkit
https://www.aap.org/en/news-
room/campaigns-and-
toolkits/immunizations/
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Thank You!
Email: nmohanty@aap.org
aap.org/immunization


