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History of the partner development 
 

• This group was developed in 2010 in response to H1N1 
• Funding was provided via Emergency Preparedness  
• A survey was developed and disseminated to a variety of harder to 

reach populations in Maricopa County to determine their 
understanding of the H1N1 season, how they responded, who got 
vaccinated and what barriers they faced.  

• Survey results showed – each group faced different challenges and 
had different strengths. Therefore Maricopa County determined that 
funding to begin to develop a steady means of communication for 
ANY public health need was important.  

• Hard To Reach Populations Committee was born! 
 



Current Active Partners: 
 

• American Cancer Society 
• American Diabetes Association 
• American Red Cross 
• Antorcha International 
• Alzheimer’s Association Desert Southwest Chapter 
• Arizona Alliance of Community Health Centers 
• Area Agency on Aging 
• Arizona Commission of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
• Arizona Department of Health Centers 
• Asian Pacific Community in Action 
• ASU, School of Nutrition and Health Promotion 
• Catholic Diocese of Phoenix 
• Celerion 

 

 
 

• Crisis Response Network 
• Concilio Latino de Salud 
• Consulado General de Guatemala en Phoenix 

• Consulado General de México en Phoenix 
• Donate Life Arizona – Done Vida Arizona 
• Empty Bowl Pet Pantry  
• First Things First  
• Keogh Health Connections  
• Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center  
• Native Health  
• The Arizona Partnership for Immunization  
• The Centers for Habilitation  
• Phoenix Rescue Mission  
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Biweekly Teleconference with Partners 

 Emergency preparedness 

 Seasonal issues 

 Immunizations 

 Healthy Eating 

 Health Care access 

 Partner updates 

 County wide events/activities 

 Partner public health challenges 

 Resource sharing 
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Building Bridges to Health 
 
Website resource for partners 
to access meeting minutes, 
partner events and contact 
information as well as to 
highlight special meetings, 
awards or information for the 
group.  
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General Immunization Education/Outreach 
 
• Providing targeted immunization education materials to partners 
• Presenting regularly on HTRP calls about immunizations needed, addressing common 

questions and following up on any news articles related to immunizations  
• Specific input from group on immunization education and outreach needs to assist in 

creating materials to educate the community 
• We provide updates on answers to those FAQ’s that we all hear in the community to 

empower our partners with science based education and answers 
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Flu Season Vaccines During Pregnancy 
 HPV Vaccine Questions

 Responses to False Media
 Funding Needs/Focuses 

Accessibility Challenges 
                     Cultural Barriers 

 



Immunization and Pregnancy Education/Outreach Campaigns  
 
• TAPI developed a growth chart with a March of Dimes Community Grant many years 

prior.  
• The growth chart was presented to the HTRP group and the group decided to 

undertake looking for funds to print so we could target pregnant women in this groups 
population 

• TAPI reviewed the chart on a call and did targeted education 
• Talking Points 
• FAQs – how to respond 
• Resource availability 

• Funds were received from APS (power company) and they printed 10,000 charts and 
TAPI added information regarding their financial assistance program for APS and 
residence in need of financial support to pay their power bills.  

• The charts were given out through HTRP partners at Community Fairs, events, placed 
in outreach centers, Community Health Centers and provided to WIC clients. 
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Immunization Education for the Whole 
Family During Pregnancy 
 
 
• TAPI developed a brochure funded 

from a March of Dimes Grant 
• Our HTRP group helped design it  
• Their input helped up specifically 

target/address their community 
needs.  
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Final Thoughts – 
 
• The development of this group in Maricopa County has grown to so much more 

than a way to connect to HTRP in times of emergencies 
• Developing these partnerships and participating in a larger picture Public Health 

meeting has offered TAPI a seat at the table to educate community 
representatives about immunizations – targeted to pregnancy and much more  - 
allowing them to be the voice back in their communities. 

• We have a sounding board of a variety of voices when developing materials, 
researching challenges and asking for assistance to spread an important 
immunization message.  
 



HTRP Year End Luncheons  
& Awards 

 
 

 

 



Thank you! 

Karin Szymanski 

KarinS@tapi.org 

WhyImmunize.org  

919.917.8080 
 

 

 


