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PFID AND VACCINATION OVERVIEW

PFID launched in 2020 
with a focus on 

educating on and 
advocating for policies 

to address 
antimicrobial 

resistance.

As the COVID-19 
pandemic progressed, 

PFID launched 
VacciNATION 

to help address 
misinformation 

around the vaccines. 

PFID produced 
materials and PSAs 

with policymakers to 
help share resources 

on the safety and 
importance of 

vaccines.

PFID is working to 
understand the 

evolution of vaccine 
skepticism in recent 

years and seeks 
opportunities to 

educate about the 
importance and future 

of vaccines.
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•74% of American voters believe the U.S. should prioritize 
ensuring FDA-approved vaccines are widely available for 
everyone.

•81% of voters say it is important for the U.S. to remain a 
leader in developing new vaccines.

•88% of respondents with children under age 18 say their 
children typically get vaccines their doctor or healthcare 
provider recommends.

•Nearly 70% of respondents expressed concern over 
declining vaccination rates among children in the US.

KEY POLL FINDINGS – JANUARY 2025!
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There is greater intensity around vaccinating children compared to 
adults with 88% of respondents saying their children often get 
vaccines that are recommended for them by their doctor or other 
health care provider whereas 77% of respondents often get vaccines 
recommended for themselves by their doctor or other health care 
provider.

There is interest in potential new vaccines with 72% of respondents 
stating they would be likely to seriously consider getting a new vaccine in 
development for Alzheimer’s, HIV/AIDS, Parkinson’s, Lyme and certain 
common types of cancers.

Americans give the most weight to their doctors’ input on vaccines (78%) and 
independent doctors and scientists who evaluate vaccines (72%).
74% of Americans voters want US HHS to maintain FDA approval of the polio
vaccine and other vaccines to keep them available in the US.
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• Using analogies to explain vaccines: 
• Installing anti-virus software to detect and shut down computer viruses before they cause 
     problems
• Trains your body to recognize and attack diseases like an army trains to prepare for battle
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Vaccines are a critical element of primary prevention and protection against infection and illnesses. They work by “teaching” 
the immune system to recognize and eliminate pathogens so that our bodies are prepared to fight off infection if we are 
exposed and we avoid serious illness and spreading infection to others.

Through its VacciNATION efforts, the Partnership to Fight Infectious Disease is working to ensure that individuals can get 
the latest information about vaccines for a number of preventable illnesses.

Vaccines have conquered disease 
over time. 
Wide use of vaccines has helped us virtually eliminate many 
diseases, such as whooping cough, polio, measles and rubella 
among others. Before vaccines, many of these diseases caused 
serious illness, disability and death, particularly among the 
young and the elderly. Though much less common in the U.S. 
today, keeping these diseases at bay requires continued or 
consistently high vaccination rates.
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/diseases/forgot-14-diseases.html

Vaccines made available to the 
public are safe and effective.
Vaccine use is widespread around the world, and 
people have been getting vaccinated against 
deadly diseases for more than 200 years – since 
the world’s first vaccine was developed against 
smallpox. In order to generate enough scientific data 
to meet the FDA’s strict requirements for safety and 
effectiveness, vaccines are evaluated in clinical trials 
with thousands of study participants. Experts agree 
that we can feel confident that all vaccines have 
met the United States’ extremely high standards for 
quality and safety, and continue to be monitored 
after approval.
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/

Vaccines protect infants to 
older adults.
The CDC’s recommended immunization schedule 
takes into account how the immune system responds 
to vaccines at various stages of life. Vaccinations start 
soon after birth to provide the best long-term protection. 
Additional vaccines given throughout childhood, for 
teenagers and adults of all ages are important because 
immunity from childhood vaccines could wear off over 
time, making it harder to fight off infection. 
People of all ages can also benefit 
from vaccine protection against 
seasonal viruses including 
influenza and coronovirus, 
where the strains circulating 
may vary year to year. Also, 
vaccines are available for 
older adults to protect 
against pneumonia, shingles, 
RSV and other infectious 
illnesses. Talk to a health 
care provider about the 
recommended schedule for you.
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/adults/
index.html

Safe and effective vaccines are a critical step forward to protect ourselves, our loved ones 
and our communities by preventing the spread of illnesses. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.FIGHTINFECTIOUSDISEASE .ORG.

Pre-vaccine:

3044cases
per million 
per year 

(1953-62)

Post-vaccine: 

0.2cases
per million
per year

99.99%
Reduction

Measles

1

2 3
https://ourworldindata.org/vaccination

THE 411
ON VACCINES

www.fightinfectiousdisease.org/vaccination



BUILDING EXCITEMENT 
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF 

VACCINES
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AND HIGHLIGHTING THE RISKS OF 
GOING BACKWARD



EMERGING CHALLENGES
• Increased volume of anti-vaccine rhetoric & distrust of government

• Disease outbreaks: potential impact on hesitancy and population 
immunity

• “Pro-safety” and implications that safety is an issue

• Significant loss of trust in FDA and CDC with large partisan divides

• Perception that individual immunization decisions do not affect 
others’ health (so MYOB)

• Perceptions of risk vs benefit with lack of disease experience

• Linkages between food as medicine and vaccine-critical 
movements to mainstream anti-vaccine messages

• Concerning minority of people believe there is “credible evidence” 
of link with autism (partisan differences)
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