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When the COVID vaccine came out, my elderly grandmother was afraid to get it. 
She thought it might harm her because of things she’d heard. Instead of pushing, 
I listened, answered her questions, shared facts, and reminded her how much we 
wanted to keep her safe. Eventually, she agreed.  The day she got her shot, she 
squeezed my hand and said, “Thank you for not giving up on me.”  Getting her 
vaccinated was one of the most meaningful moments for our family. It brought us 
peace and brought us back together safely. Having access to EXCITE 
resources like hand sanitizer, masks, hand soap, and easy-to-understand 
information about the importance of vaccines really helped her feel more 
confident and make an informed decision.

“

”



NHOC Pre-conference 
April 29, 2025

EXCITE:   Where we are now and 
where we are going 
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Integrating Vaccine Education into Existing Curriculum
Curriculum Focus Lead LGUs

Increasing Immunization Messaging 
Supplement for EFNEP

University of Delaware

Diabetes Prevention Program 
(Immunization supplement)

University of Arizona

Increasing HPV Vaccination Clemson University

Junior Master Wellness Mississippi State University

Health Workers
Empowering Adult Immunization Educ.

Oregon State University

How to Talk to Your Doctor University of Arkansas

Poverty Informed Strategies University of Idaho

Climate Adaptation Roadmap University of Minnesota, with a subaward to the 
University of Arizona

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy
(Immunization supplement)

University of Missouri

Balanced Living with Diabetes
(Immunization Supplement)

Virginia Tech
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20 New Immunization Educator Positions

EXCITE
The National EXCITE team is 

working with Regions to design 
their approach for assigning the 

positions.

The national team will continue to 
support both the regions and the 

educators. West

HBCUs

Northeast

South

North Central

Each region will 
choose three 
states to host 
immunization 
educators. 

They can choose 
to hire a fourth 
educator or use 
those funds to 
support efforts to 
integrate vaccine 
education into 
other programs.

Educators will 
support 

immunization 
efforts both in their 
states and across 

their regions



Health Agents Located Across the U.S.

Health Agents will be located across the country. 
While they are housed at specific LGUs, they will 
be supporting their entire region in implementing 

immunization education.

Additionally, EFNEP educators in the Northeast 
and in Louisiana will continue to improve upon 
vaccine education modules in the curriculum.



1. At the community level, EXCITE 
Immunization Educators, in collaboration 
with local partners, will increase the 
public’s confidence in vaccinations for 
adults.

1. Extension professionals across program 
areas will increase their knowledge of and 
ability to educate communities using a 
model for making sustainable health 
decisions.

3. EXCITE Immunization Educators will 
expand and strengthen community 
partnerships with health departments, 
healthcare providers, and community-based 
organizations depending on the needs of 
their communities.

4.  EXCITE will integrate vaccine education 
across program areas with their Extension 
colleagues, community health workers, and 
volunteers as a core part of Cooperative 
Extension’s ongoing outreach.

EXCITE Staffing Project Objectives



The Primary Audience will be:

Rural and Medically Underserved Individuals



identified)



Increasing Focus on H5N1

Partnering with the National Center for Farmworker 
Health and using existing CDC and corporate funding, 
EXCITE is working to educate dairy workers and 
others about H5N1 risks and prevention

Photo Credit: Mark Stebnicki



Merging Animal and Human Health Efforts

Cooperative Extension Dairy 
Agents will increase their 
knowledge and 
understanding of H5N1 and 
gain knowledge and enhance 
skills in behavior change 
communication as it relates 
to human health.

Dairy producers will have 
an increased knowledge 
and understanding of H5N1
and the potential transference 
and impact on human health 
and animal health.

Dairy producers will adopt 
prevention practices on farm 
to reduce human and animal 
health risk of H5N1. 

Objective #1 Objective #2 Objective #3



Provide One-Stop-Shop for Science-based Info

https://h5n1.extension.org/

https://h5n1.extension.org/


Monthly Spotlight Sessions with Industry Experts
Featuring top researchers, partners, 

and practitioners



Fairs and Livestock Exhibitions

Resources and One-Page Checklists 
for those organizing or exhibiting at 
livestock shows for multiple species

Distributed to Extension livestock and 
4-H agents, to state and local contacts 
(e.g., fair managers and show boards), 

and via Extension Foundation lists.

https://h5n1.extension.org/youth-livestock-events-and-shows-2/



Using Brain Science for More Effective Materials 
Brain Science helps us more powerfully engage, educate, and empower dairy 
farm professionals to mitigate risks of H5N1 

BRAIN FRIENDLY Factsheets

One-page briefs

Posters and banners

Social media posts



Factsheet Examples



One-Page Brief Examples



Posters and Banners

50 banners
distributed for use at 

producer meetings, fairs, trade 
shows



Social Media Post Examples



EXCITE H5N1 Response 
Applied Neuromarketing Content Testing METHODOLOGY:

● Participants (N = 37) were dairy professionals 
recruited from three Colorado dairies and CSU

● H5N1 Extension team content was tested 
(English and Spanish language versions)

● Measures:
Eye Tracking - Visual Attention
Heart Rate - Cognitive Effort (Attention)
Skin Conductance - Intensity of Emotions
Facial Muscle Activity - Negative Emotion
Self-report Questions - Attitudes



Applied Neuromarketing Preliminary Insights

● Educational print content
○ Visual icons/Information graphics are effective
○ “Real photos” are less effective
○ Blocked Column, sectioned layout is effective

● H5N1 Educational content for farmworkers
○ Text about milk testing and how H5N1 impacts animals is engaging
○ Text about PPE is less engaging 
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