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Outpatient Respiratory Illness 



Outpatient Respiratory Illness



Virologic Surveillance

*These data reflect specimens tested, and the number determined to be positive for influenza viruses at the public health labs (specimens 

tested is not the same as cases). The data do not reflect specimens tested only at CDC and could include more than one specimen 

tested per person. The guidance for influenza A/H5 virus testing recommends testing both a conjunctival and respiratory swab for people 
with conjunctivitis which has resulted in more specimens testing positive for influenza A/H5 virus than the number of human H5 cases. 
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Summary
• Seasonal influenza activity is continuing to increase but remains low nationally.

• Outpatient respiratory illness is now above baseline nationally, and increasing.

• Nationally, percent positivity for influenza and the percentage of emergency department visits for 
influenza increased this week compared to last week.

• Influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 and A(H3N2) viruses are co-circulating, with few B viruses.

• Monitoring and testing for influenza A(H5N1) infection continues. 

• CDC recommends that everyone 6 months and older get an annual flu vaccine ideally by 
the end of October.

• There also are prescription flu antiviral drugs that can treat flu illness; those should be 
started as early as possible and are especially important for higher risk patients.



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Questions?
Katie Reinhart (qwu5@cdc.gov)

www.cdc.gov/fluview

mailto:qwu5@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/index.html
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