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Insurance Reimbursement For 
Dentists Administering Vaccines

Rosie Wagner, DDS

Founder, Smiles By Rosie Family Dentistry (private practice)
Founder, National Organization for Dental Immunizers
Member, Massachusetts HPV Coalition (Oral HPV Prevention Taskforce)

Somerville, Massachusetts
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Why am I vaccinating?

•General dentist, solo private practice near 
Boston

•Hosted a community immunization day in 
2015 with a retail pharmacy (just because)

• Invited the Immunization Division from 
DPH

•Invited to join the HPV Coalition (oral health 
education)
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Massachusetts HPV Coalition

•Created dental toolkits to 
educate on HPV and 
oropharyngeal cancer

•Always recommend cancer 
prevention through HPV 
vaccination

•Always lamented that dentists 
did not administer vaccines
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The pandemic
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March 16, 2021: The Department of Health and Human Services 
includes dentists as medical professionals who can vaccinate with 
proper training
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Three Routine Vaccines 
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•Flu
•Covid
•HPV
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Why Dentists?
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Accessibility of Environment

• Dental offices are quieter, smaller, and 
more accessible than most other 
vaccination sites

• Patients and community members are 
already familiar with office

• Scheduling infrastructure already exists
• Can be done during routine 
appointments

• More private
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 Accessibility of Environment

9

Hynes Convention Center

Operatory 3 in my office

CVS
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Why? Relationships with patients

• Many dentists treat all ages
• Two well visits plus procedural visits
• Longer relationships over generations
• Trust, comfort, education, and 
reassurance

• Members of the community
• Expansion of care: All office staff are 
involved
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Why? Infrastructure – Nothing new!

• Sharps containers
• Sterile and aseptic techniques
• Patient anxiety reduction with injections
• Medical emergencies
• Paperwork and documentation
• Reviewing laws and regulations
• Quick education on intramuscular 
injections, loading syringes, and 
purchasing a vaccine fridge
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Within our scope of practice

• Flu, covid, and HPV are all serious and 
deadly illnesses with community spread

• We are a branch of a patient’s 
healthcare team

• Vaccinations can be performed 
concurrently with other procedures, 
saving time and money

• Patients really trust us!
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An Opportunity!

•In 2019, 29.5 million Americans had 
a dental visit with no medical visit

Source: https://meps.ahrq.gov/data_files/publications/st544/stat544.pdf
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Massachusetts Respiratory Vaccines This Year (24-25)
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HPV vaccination rates - MA compared to national
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Unique Opportunity - 
Community Clinics
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Coding and claims - 
Medical v dental
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Dental Codes: Medicament (vaccine) 
included

One code for administration and vaccine

Fee must include the cost of the vaccine
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ADA CDT (Current Dental 
Terminology) codes 
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HPV for doses 1, 2, and 3: D1781, 
D1782, and D1783

COVID: D1701-D1714

Flu?  Recent update!
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ADA CDT (Current Dental Terminology) codes 
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Flu: Voted to create code 4 weeks ago!
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ADA CDT (Current Dental 
Terminology) codes 
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Not permitted to charge or submit a 
claim for state-supplied vaccines 
(under age 19) in Massachusetts, but 
the dental code includes 
administration, so it is permissible.
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No private dental insurances are 
paying these codes yet.

Exception: Medicaid with COVID and 
occasionally HPV (with lengthy 
preauth of medical necessity)

But they only pay $43 for HPV 
vaccine ($350)

. 
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Dental Medicaid
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• In Massachusetts, dentists 
contracted with MassHealth 
(Medicaid) cannot bill under 
medical.  Dental has a separate 
TPA. No access to medical.

• Limited to dental codes

. 
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Billing - Medical Insurance
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Three codes needed to bill medical 
insurance:

1. ICD10 code Z23: Vaccine-Related Encounter
2. Code for the vaccine itself if you purchased it

•Flu cell-based is 90674 
3. Code for administration of the vaccine - Even 

if state-supplied
•90471EP
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Billing Medical Insurance
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Print on a preprinted red 
medical 1500 claim form 
(Unless an office’s 
clearinghouse can bill 
medical)
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Reimbursement
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•Snail mail the 1500 form
•Insurance sends a check and EOB
•All dentists are out of network

•Exception: Oral surgeons and dentists who have 
applied for durable medical for sleep apnea

Email:drwagner@smilesbyrosie.com
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Reimbursement
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We very slowly got paid for some flu vaccines!
But….what’s the problem here?   Example 1

Medical Insurance 
Name

Coverage for vaccine Coverage for 
administration

Tufts 0 (deductible, charge pt) 0 (deductible, charge pt)
Tufts 43.42 25.12
Tufts 43.42 25.12
Tufts 0 (no preauth?) 20.45
Tufts 100 25.12
Tufts 100 25.12
Tufts Spirit Plan? 0 (No out of network) 0 (No out of network)

Email:drwagner@smilesbyrosie.com



Click to edit Master title style

28

Reimbursement
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We very slowly got paid for flu vaccines!
But….what’s the problem here?   Example 2

Medical Insurance 
Name

Coverage for vaccine Coverage for 
administration

Blue Cross/Blue Shield 23.25 0 (no reason)
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 0 (lack of prior approval) 0 (lack of prior approval)

Blue Cross/Blue Shield 29.94 0 (no reason)

Blue Cross/Blue Shield
 

70.53 19.06
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Thank You!
Email: 
drwagner@smilesbyrosie.com


