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Administration: Recent & Upcoming

Jay Bhattacharya, director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), said in a

Annual Review of the Medicaid and Senate hearing Tuesday that he has not seen any studies supporting the
CHIP Child and Adult Core Sets of theory that any vaccines cause autism, a break from Health and Human
M M) Mathematica. Quality Measures Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has long speculated on a
potential connection and has not discounted the possibility.
Major shakeup underway at HHS as White House braces
for midterms SCIENCE FEB 4, 2826 5:88 AM
Deputy Secretary Jim O’Neill and General Counsel Mike Stuart are exiting HHS, while other officials .
e HHS Is Making an Al Tool to

. Create Hypotheses About
Oz urges Americans to get measles Vaccine hniurv Clai
vaccine amid outbreaks dccine injury Liaims
The New York Times

F.D.A. Reverses Decision and Agrees to Review Moderna's Flu Vaccine
Moderna said it had held further discussions with regulators and
announced that the agency would accept the company’s application for
approval of its flu vaccine that uses mRNA technology.

Upcoming:

* ACIP (February 25-27)
 Agenda (not yet released)

& The New York Times

Federal Vaccine Advisers Take Aim at Covid Shots

Members of the federal vaccine panel chosen by Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
are setting their sights on the next targets: the mRNA...

* Comment Opportunity
e« CMS FY27 Call Letter (2/25)
* FY27Budget Release — March



https://click.everyaction.com/k/125192985/600996921/241357439?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMi8xLzY2MDcxIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM3Njc2NGZhLThlMDctZjExMS04MzJlLTAwMjI0ODJhOTczMyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYWJvd25hc0BudmdsbGMuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=bvh8QTpDJ-C-G2eDGuatRRWj1V2ny9sdxK9uzPJkh_k=&emci=c40559b2-7407-f111-832e-0022482a9733&emdi=376764fa-8e07-f111-832e-0022482a9733&ceid=4112727
https://click.everyaction.com/k/125192985/600996921/241357439?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMi8xLzY2MDcxIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM3Njc2NGZhLThlMDctZjExMS04MzJlLTAwMjI0ODJhOTczMyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYWJvd25hc0BudmdsbGMuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=bvh8QTpDJ-C-G2eDGuatRRWj1V2ny9sdxK9uzPJkh_k=&emci=c40559b2-7407-f111-832e-0022482a9733&emdi=376764fa-8e07-f111-832e-0022482a9733&ceid=4112727
https://click.everyaction.com/k/125192985/600996921/241357439?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMi8xLzY2MDcxIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM3Njc2NGZhLThlMDctZjExMS04MzJlLTAwMjI0ODJhOTczMyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYWJvd25hc0BudmdsbGMuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=bvh8QTpDJ-C-G2eDGuatRRWj1V2ny9sdxK9uzPJkh_k=&emci=c40559b2-7407-f111-832e-0022482a9733&emdi=376764fa-8e07-f111-832e-0022482a9733&ceid=4112727

Congress — Recent Vaccine Related Events

FY26. Completion of 12 of 13 funding bills, including L-HHS. Level
funding for immunization program ($682m) (1/27)
Liability.
 Sen. Rand Paul introduces legislation to overhaul vaccine injury
compensation system. (2/17)
 Sens. Warren, Blumenthal, Markey, Alsobrooks send letter to
HHS asks about potential changes to VICP. (1/27)
Preparedness. Reps. House PAHPA Request For Information (2/17)
Hepatitis B.
* Reps Chu, Schrier announce GAO Study on Hep B Birth Dose (2/5)
 Reps DeGette, Pallone, Clarke Letter to CDC on Hep B Study in
Guinea-Bissau
Research. Senate HELP Modernizing NIH hearing (2/3)
Affordability. House E&C Hearing “Lowering Health Care Costs for All
Americans.” Rep. Veasey asked about vaccines in relation to the
measles and flu cases. (1/27)
Medical Freedom. Rep. Steube Letter on Medical Freedom Vaccine
Cases (2/6)

Upcoming
e Surgeon General (2/25)

* Budget hearings (March)
e FY27
Congressional sign
on letters
House/Senate

Member
submission
process on
programs and
report language



http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.paul.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/End-the-Vaccine-Carveout-Act51.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/warren_lawmakers_letter_to_rfk_jr_on_conflicts_revaccineinjurycompensationprogram.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/warren_lawmakers_letter_to_rfk_jr_on_conflicts_revaccineinjurycompensationprogram.pdf
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mYITktAiSU2NMHFw1YltmIKZfBQswHNKgCw41mn_Z3ZUNUxESzQ3U0I1RFJHT1BZT1NDTFNKNUowMS4u
https://chu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-chu-and-schrier-secure-gao-study-hepatitis-b-birth-dose-vaccine?emci=c40559b2-7407-f111-832e-0022482a9733&emdi=376764fa-8e07-f111-832e-0022482a9733&ceid=4112727
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2026.02.06.cdc_.f-letter-re-guinea-bissau.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2026.02.06.cdc_.f-letter-re-guinea-bissau.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2026.02.06.cdc_.f-letter-re-guinea-bissau.pdf
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2026.02.06.cdc_.f-letter-re-guinea-bissau.pdf
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/modernizing-the-national-institutes-of-health-faster-discoveries-more-cures
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/modernizing-the-national-institutes-of-health-faster-discoveries-more-cures
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:b4c52073-964a-4320-a4ad-74f9ec89410b
https://steube.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Letter-to-Department-of-Justice-Religious-Exemptions.pdf
https://steube.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Letter-to-Department-of-Justice-Religious-Exemptions.pdf

New Resource:
Flu Economic Study

Vaccination Saves Lives e
and Billions in Health Care
and Financial Costs

Influenza’s Economic Burden and the Impact of

Adult Vaccination

Dr. Robert Popovian, Chief Science Policy Officer
at GHLF: rpopovian@ghlf.org

Key Finding: Flu cost the US economy $29 billion

annually

Learn More:

*White Pager Analysis
*Press Release

*AVAC One-Pager
*Partner Infographics
*GHLF Podcast

Despite the availability of vaccines, illnesses
such as flu impose a significant burden on
individuals, communities, and our economy.
Flu most often results in missed days of work
that impact employers, local businesses, and
the financial health of families. Flu can also
result in more devastating long-term health
and financial impacts.

Improving flu vaccination uptake—particularly
among adults aged 50 and older—can

help reduce preventable hospitalizations,
complications, and deaths. It can also help
preserve workforce productivity and save
billions of dollars annually—keeping our
families and economy healthy and prosperous.

Flu Costs the U.S. Economy
$29 Billion Annually

A recent economic analysis estimated the cost
of illness associated with the flu among adults
using heath care utilization costs and labor
market data. The study explored the potential
health and economic impact of increased flu
vaccination rates among adults.

The U.S. experienced high rates of flu illnesses
during the 2023-2024 season, which resulted
in an estimated $29 billion in total economic
burden ($16 billion in direct health care costs
and $13 billion in productivity losses).

1. Robert Popovian and Wayne Winegarden, Influenza's Economic
Burden and the Impact of Adult Vaccination (Global Healthy Living
Foundation, 2026).

Flu is an illness caused by
influenza viruses that infect the
nose, throat, and lungs. Anyone
can get the flu, however, some
individuals are at higher risk for
severe illness or complications.
These include older adults,
young children, and high-risk
individuals with underlying
chronic conditions.

America’s Flu Bill

for the 2023-24 Season

Health Care Costs ...ccveveerens $16,000,000,000

Lost Worker Productivity ...... $13,000,000,000

Total Due: *
$29,000,000,000

s

Avoidable with higher

vaccination rates


https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FInfluenzaEconStudy&esheet=54407889&newsitemid=20260129638549&lan=en-US&anchor=Influenza%26%238217%3Bs+Economic+Burden+and+the+Impact+of+Adult+Vaccination&index=3&md5=54fe4ca1688e35cbb2c097c06ceb9f19
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FInfluenzaEconStudy&esheet=54407889&newsitemid=20260129638549&lan=en-US&anchor=Influenza%26%238217%3Bs+Economic+Burden+and+the+Impact+of+Adult+Vaccination&index=3&md5=54fe4ca1688e35cbb2c097c06ceb9f19
mailto:rpopovian@ghlf.org
https://ghlf.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-Economic-Toll-of-Influenza-on-U.S.-Adults-and-the-Importance-of-Vaccination.pdf
https://ghlf.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/The-Economic-Toll-of-Influenza-on-U.S.-Adults-and-the-Importance-of-Vaccination.pdf
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260129638549/en/Global-Healthy-Living-Foundation-Study-Shows-Influenza-Cost-the-U.S.-Economy-Nearly-%2429-Billion-in-2023-2024-Flu-Season
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260129638549/en/Global-Healthy-Living-Foundation-Study-Shows-Influenza-Cost-the-U.S.-Economy-Nearly-%2429-Billion-in-2023-2024-Flu-Season
https://us.list-manage.com/GQg36k9uUTR?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/GQg36k9uUTR?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/GQg36k9uUTR?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/GQg36k9uUTR?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/GQg36k9uUTR?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/aLITGBCxLBf?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://us.list-manage.com/aLITGBCxLBf?e=aee52b171a&c2id=d0c1aaf8a20b344fe9ac892292022ef3
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s7-ep-1-the-%2429-billion-problem-understanding/id1580319640?i=1000747177310
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s7-ep-1-the-%2429-billion-problem-understanding/id1580319640?i=1000747177310
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A threatening anti-
science movement
needs to be
counteracted

with advocacy in

a growing number of
states.



Landscape

Kennedy Allies Target States to
Overturn Vaccine Mandates for

Schoolchildren

Proponents of vaccines warn that the efforts will further
dismantle the immunization infrastructure and lead to more
outbreaks of disease.

.. Reuters Worldv Businessv Markets v Sustainability v  More v My News Q

Doctors bear the burden as ‘medical
freedom’ fuels worst US measles
outbreak in 30 years

By Chad Terhune and Julie Steenhuysen —

February 13, 2026 6:10 AM EST - Updated February 13, 2026

Measles outbreak linked to a Florida

university as cases keep rising in the U.S.

Ave Maria University near Naples has at least 12 cases.

Local News

Florida Senate committee approves bill
that allows people injured by vaccines to
sue drug manufacturers over
advertisements

Updated on: January 20, 2026 /12:38 PM EST / CBS/News Service of Florida

NEWS RELEASE

Arizona House of Representatives
Representative Nick Kupper (R-25)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona « 85007

Monday, February 9, 2026
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rep. Nick Kupper Introduces Constitutional Measure to
Protect Arizonans’ Right to Refuse Medical Mandates

P The Washington Post

What South Carolina’s soaring measles outbreak means for
the rest of the U.S.

More than 840 measles infections have been reported in South Carolina, surpassing

the tally in Texas last year. Public health experts say it...

MAHA SEEKS RESPECT — Tony Lyons, a top ally of HHS Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. and architect of Kennedy’'s MAHA coalition, has a message for Republican
Party leaders ahead of the midterms: Don’t take Kennedy’s followers for granted,

Cheyenne reports.




Session Trends

IDPN States: AZ FL, ID, LA, MT, OK, SC, SD, TN, WV

IDPN 250 bills across the country
150 in IDPN 10 states

Bill Trends this Session:

Medical Freedom

School-entry requirements/exemptions
MRNA

Infant Death/Autopsy Reporting
Liability and reporting requirements
Heb B

I IDPN States
= Coming 2026



IDPN States: AZ FL, ID, LA, MT, OK, SC, SD, TN, WV

This Week Snapshot...

Arizona. If the bills are not given a hearing this week, then they are dead. As a result, there is a voluminous
amount of bills scheduled to be heard!! Most Concerning HCR 2056. If passed by the legislature, creates a
confusing and broad question on the November ballot for voters in Arizona.

Idaho. Expecting a two-year moratorium on gene-therapy immunizations to drop this week. The Senate
Health and Welfare Chair has been getting a lot of pressure from him to hear the bill.

South Dakota. Last week, a SD medical conscience bill (HB 1153) that had passed House HHS (2/5) and
moved to the House floor (2/10) was defeated!!! Opponents on the ground in SD worked this bill aggressively
and it was defeated soundly on the House floor!!

South Carolina — As the outbreak continues in SD, we need help educating members — especially on mRNA
and measles. This week watching Parental Bill of Rights (H4757/S. 840). H4757 going to house floor 2/18.
Informed Consent for COVID-19 vaccines (S. 343) has 2"9 hearing today!
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