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ABSTRACT

To improve awareness and access to clinics that offer low-cost vaccines through the 
Uninsured and Underinsured Adult Vaccine (UUAV) program and Vaccines for Children 
program, the Minnesota Department of Health developed an online interactive mapping 
tool that enables the public to locate participating clinics. Users are able to search by 
address, city, or clinic name. Clinics are then displayed with a link to Google Maps. The results 
also include information on program eligibility requirements and potential costs associated 
with the vaccine visit. This tool is an added web feature to advertise the availability of 
low-cost vaccines through the UUAV program, along with our diverse media campaign 
and promotional toolkit. The clinic finder went live in April 2019 and will be promoted 
through public health immunization campaigns, messages to partners, and other outlets.

BACKGROUND

•	 Minnesota’s Uninsured and Underinsured Adult Vaccine (UUAV) program 
provides 317-funded vaccine to about 160 safety net clinics throughout the 
state. These are primarily Local Public Health clinics, Federally Qualified 
Health Centers, and Rural Health Centers. (Figure 1.)

•	 Annually, the UUAV program distributes about 35,000 doses of vaccine to 
enrolled sites. (Figure 2.) We are continuously trying to promote this program 
to the public, as low immunization rates and disparities are prevalent among 
adults.

•	 Other existing tools of promotion include a provider-focused promotional 
toolkit with template social media messages and waiting room displays, as 
well as using a diverse media campaign to promote the availability of low-
cost vaccines for adults to non-English speaking communities.

•	 Staff receive many calls from uninsured individuals seeking low-cost vaccines. 
This forward-facing tool was designed to reduce those calls and provide a 
more user-friendly way of identifying nearby safety-net clinics.

Figure 1. Minnesota’s Uninsured and Underinsured Adult Vaccine (UUAV) 
Program Sites

Figure 2. Minnesota’s Uninsured and Underinsured Adult Vaccine (UUAV) 
Program Doses Shipped, 2014-2018
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DEVELOPMENT

•	 This web map was developed from the “Bootleaf” template created by Bryan McBride 
(bryanmcbride.com/bootleaf/), which leverages open source code libraries Bootstrap, Leaflet, 
and Typeahead.js. This template has been used for several mapping applications at the Minnesota 
Department of Health, such as a clinic map for low-cost cancer screenings and maps used to convey 
information about environmental public health data.

•	 Initial steps included data cleaning and formatting of clinic names and addresses in the 
immunization information system, then geocoding all clinics to be included on the map. Sites not 
applicable for the general public (e.g. jails) were excluded.

•	 The map includes language about types of clinics included, eligibility, and the importance of calling 
the clinic prior to visiting to inquire about cost, vaccine availability, and scheduling an appointment.

PROMOTION AND UTILIZATION, FUTURE ACTIVITIES

•	 The interactive map went live in April 2019 and updates will be 
made on an annual basis.

•	 It is accessed through the webpage Vaccination Clinics Serving 
Uninsured and Underinsured Adults (www.health.state.mn.us/
people/immunize/basics/uuavsearch.html). 

•	 A future enhancement will include a feature that zooms to the 
nearest clinic.

•	 Promotional efforts include social media messaging as part of 
National Infant Immunization Week and in the Immunization 
Program’s monthly newsletter.

•	 We will also communicate with internal and external partners 
about this new tool, including Local Public Health and District 
Epidemiologists.

•	 We plan to identify other ways of promoting this tool to uninsured 
adults in the community before they are in a clinic setting and 
monitor web hits to assess utilization.

•	 This tool also allows for visualization of where geographic gaps in 
access to UUAV-enrolled sites exist, which will help guide future 
recruitment efforts to improve access.

Search functionality 
allows users to locate the 
nearest clinic by address, 
city, or zip code. Clinic 
name, address, and a 
link to Google Maps for 
directions are displayed.

The table view included in the application ensures the 
content is accessible and compatible with screen readers.  
The map is also compatible with smart phones.


