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Background 

• FIDEC is a US non-profit organization aimed at preventing infectious 

diseases by promoting vaccination, health care education and research.  

• Only 28.4% of Hispanics compared to 40.2% of non-Hispanic white 

adults received the vaccine during the 2017–2018 Influenza Season. 

(CDC – Estimates of influenza vaccination coverage, United States, 

2017-2018 Influenza Season). Within the Hispanic communities, there 

are also differences that may affect immunization acceptance. 

• Estimates indicate that 68.6% of the population in Miami-Dade is 

Hispanic or Latino.  

• Results from a similar survey developed during October to December 

2017 indicated older age & female gender as predictors for vaccination 

whereas no significant association was found with health insurance and 

level of education. 

• The National vaccination goal set by Healthy People 2020 for adults is 

70%. 

• To describe the knowledge of the Hispanic adult population regarding the 

Influenza infection and the seasonal flu vaccine.   

• To assess Influenza vaccine acceptance and barriers among the Hispanic 

adult population. 

Objectives 

Methodology 

• From October to December 2018, we surveyed 592 persons in the waiting 

rooms of seven Latin American countries Consulates in Miami: Argentina, 

Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and Peru.  

• Participants were residents for more than 6 months, identified themselves 

Hispanics and 18 years and older.  

SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS 

  73% of participants do not receive the influenza vaccine annually and 39% stated they never receive the vaccine. 

 In contrast to last year, gender was not found to predict vaccination. There was a slight difference for more males receiving the vaccine “sometimes” and  

“never”. 

• More than 2/3 of those who vaccinate annually have health insurance. More than half of those who never vaccinate are uninsured. Still almost 

half of those who never vaccinate have health insurance. 

• Although participants with higher education levels receive the vaccine more often compared to those with lower education levels, more than half 

of those who never vaccinate have a high level of education. We did not specifically identify “anti-Vax” individuals. 

• Older participants receive the vaccine more often than young adults. 

 Vaccine hesitancy: 30% of respondents believe that influenza vaccine can make them sick and 7.8% that can cause autism. 

 Barriers for vaccination: ● Fears of adverse events, concerns about the vaccine components and fears of needles. 

                            ● Lack of awareness that influenza vaccination is needed annually. 

Mexico and Guatemala participants showed similar patterns regarding intention to vaccinate the upcoming season. The same happened with Ecuador, 

Peru and Argentina. Honduras showed the lowest number of participants with no intention to vaccinate. 

 Education in the Hispanic community should emphasize the need for annual vaccination and the safety of the influenza vaccines. 

Limitations: 

️ Convenience sampling.  

️ Self-report by respondents.  

️ Question design. 

RESULTS 

How often do participants receive the Influenza vaccine? Are participants going to receive the influenza vaccine this season? 

What do participants think the vaccine may cause? 

Reasons why participants said they did not receive the influenza vaccine annually? 

Those who never receive the vaccine Those who receive the vaccine sometimes 

TYPES OF FEARS 


