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Welcome and Housekeeping - Karen Donoghue, Co-Chair, NH Adult Coordinator 

Karen called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. 

 

Pregnancy and Immunization - Debra Hawkes, MPH, Senior Director of Practice Activities, Obstetrics, 

and Immunization at ACOG and Sarah Patterson, MPH, Program Manager, Immunization at ACOG 

See presentation slides 

 

Debra gave an overview of the College, its operational mission statement. There are twelve districts across the 

U.S. and each district has its own leadership, newsletters, and annual meetings. These are wonderful ways to 

connect and promote your own activities. ACOG has completed several surveys which indicate that OBGYNs 

depend on the College for practice guidance, education, and resource support. ACOG has an immunization 

expert work group, which was originally convened in 2005 and reconvened in 2010. Debra gave an overview of 

ACOG’s immunization program activities, including direct mailings, www.immunizationforwomen.org, coding 

monograph, Smartphone app, and several demonstration and CDC-funded projects. Immunization is the only 

topic in which ACOG has expert standing committees for obstetric and gynecologic practice. There have been 

many clinical opinions and ACOG guidance documents that have been developed for College members. Their 

website offers information on business practices related to immunization, including starting an office-based 

vaccine program, coding, financing, supply, liability, refusal, communicating with patients, storage and 

handling, as well as information on health care personnel vaccination. ACOG co-endorses the ACIP-

recommended adult immunization schedule with CDC and other groups. ACOG’s website receives many hits 

and is often at the top of the Google search list when individuals search for “immunizations for women.” Debra 

discussed the District V immunization project (1 year pilot) that occurred in collaboration with Indiana, 

Kentucky, Michigan, and Ohio, as well as the District XI immunization project (3 year pilot) in conjunction 

with Texas. The Smartphone app is free and includes information on immunizations recommended for pregnant 

women, information by age and type of vaccine, patient profiles, frequently asked questions, resources, and 

immunization-related alerts such as recalls and outbreaks. 

 

Sarah reviewed the comprehensive toolkit which was distributed in May, 2013 to approximately 35,000 fellows 

and junior fellows in practice, 2,000 residents, 270 OBGYN residency doctors, and numerous other 

organizations. ACOG has strong and continued leadership support on immunization issues. The toolkit was 

kicked off with the April, 2013 committee opinion on integrating immunizations into practice, along with a 

letter from the Vice President, Dr. Joseph. Information on immunization coding was included in the toolkit to 

help overcome financial barriers that are often cited by OBGYNs. ACOG also developed an immunization and 

routine obstetric-gynecologic care guide for providers and patients. It included everything a provider must know 

in order to integrate immunizations into routine clinical practice. ACOG developed an adult and pregnancy 

immunization record card. Other resources included patient FAQ fact sheets, physicians scripts with the coding 

guide, Text4Baby materials, an updated Tdap toolkit (September, 2013), and HPV resources. 

 

Debra discussed PRAMS data. PRAMS data in 29 states in 2009-10 found influenza/H1N1 immunization rates 

for pregnant women increased from 15% to 47%/40%. This rate was maintained in 2010-11, 2011-12 and 

preliminary rates in 2012 showed sustained rates. Overall, 63% of pregnant women received a provider 

recommendation for influenza vaccination in 2011-12 flu season. Debra also discussed pre- and post- survey 

results from fellows that received an ACOG mailing. A focus group in May, 2012 showed that many ACOG 

members are familiar with ACOG’s immunization materials and are reading through the toolkit. ACOG also 

http://www.immunizationforwomen.org/
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engages in social media via Facebook, Twitter, and a blog from their President. ACOG distributes e-mail blasts 

and a Government Relations Newsletter that is very well received among members. 

 

Below are contact e-mails for ACOG. They will connect adult coordinators with District leadership. 

Immunization Program General: immunization@acog.org 

Debra Hawks, MPH, Senior Director, Practice Activities Obstetrics and Immunization: dhawks@acog.org 

Sarah Patterson, Immunization Program Manager: spatterson@acog.org 

Ariste Sallas-Brookwell, Immunization Program Specialist: asallsbrookwell@acog.org 

 

Education Materials for Adult Immunization -Karin Szymanski, Project Coordinator, The Arizona 

Partnership for Immunization (TAPI)   

See presentation slides 

 

Anything that TAPI creates is available to anyone to use. Simply contact Karin, and she would be happy to send 

those your way. TAPI is a state-wide coalition and non-profit organization. They receive funding from ADHS, 

foundations, community grants and counties. Their focus is three-pronged and includes advocacy, provider and 

community education on immunizations across the lifespan. Karin discussed the Growing Healthy Babies. 

Healthy Kids Growing Up. initiative, which was funded by the March of Dimes. The focus of this grant was on 

preconception health and immunizations, however, it grew beyond immunizations and included other 

information such as car seat safety and many other health topics. They embedded QR codes on patient 

educational materials to enhance provider conversations on these same health topics. During the project there 

were 45 QR code scans. Physician feedback on the QR scans showed that physicians weren’t as comfortable 

with the QR codes as they had originally hoped. Additional data: 

 83% responded that they felt the tool increased their patient’s knowledge of the immunization schedule 

and understanding 

• 100% felt the tool was overall useful 

• 100% felt this tool supported or enhanced existing conversations with patients regarding its content  

• 75% responded that they utilized the tool to discuss growth chart concepts with their patients  

 

Karin discussed the BOOST Your Knowledge – Teen Meningitis Campaign which targets older teens and 

college bound young adults, a partnership with the National Meningitis Association, T2X.me, and ADHS. As of 

February, 2014: 1,235 unique visitors to the site; 84 registered users on T2X.me; and over 80 QR code scans. 

They are looking to expand this campaign to include HPV vaccine. TAPI partnered with schools and colleges 

and universities to include posters and flyers around their schools. The campaign sent text messages to young 

adults on important meningococcal vaccine information. 

 

Karin reviewed the Surround Your Loved Ones with Vaccinated Families pertussis campaign. They developed 

materials with hospitals and targeted labor and delivery through educational trainings. The 11x17 poster is the 

size that providers like to hang up (not too large, not too small). This campaign later rolled into child care 

worker education, too. The Arizona Partners Against Pertussis (APAP) campaign focused on increasing 

pertussis vaccination rates among health care workers and this initiative ran from 2012-2013. They provided 

toolkits with campaign materials, raffled an iPad, recognized participants at an awards dinner, and reached over 

2,255 health care workers through grand rounds education. 
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Karin discussed Senior Outreach Material that was developed via focus group with seniors. They wanted to 

know about vaccine information for themselves, as well as their family members. APS printed the materials and 

turned an educational poster into a placement that was distributed to retiree employees, and senior centers and 

agencies. Karin works with ADHS on their long-term care committee and they are working on redeveloping this 

placement to also include information for long-term care visitors and health care workers. 

 

A future project includes the “Who is a part of your family?” campaign. They will discuss pet vaccination and 

human vaccination and developed a pilot flyer called, “Boost your natural immune response. Vaccinate the 

whole family.” The materials are written to be consumer-friendly and include information on vaccines across 

the lifespan, as well as vaccines for pets. They distributed about 1,000 of these materials at a community event 

and are now redesigning the materials based on feedback. 

 

Contact Information: Karin Szymanski, Project Coordinator, TAPI, KarinS@TAPI.org, Work 919.917.8100, 

cell 919.917.8080 

 

CDC Adult Immunization Update – Dr. Carolyn Bridges 

The National Adult and Influenza Immunization Summit (NAIIS) will be held May 13-15, 2014 in Atlanta, 

Georgia. The Summit has a new webpage: http://www.izsummitpartners.org/. Dr. Bridges discussed the non-flu 

vaccination coverage data and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) data which is available in 

state-specific rates. The adult immunization standards are published in the March-April issue of Public Health 

Reports, and a new CDC website is available which discusses the implementation of the new standards. 

 

Association Immunization Managers - Anu Bhatt 

Anu discussed any programs that states are doing that are innovative or new; if we would like our projects 

featured, please let her know. She would love to hear more about adult immunizations. 

 

Other Business – Karen Donoghue 

Karen mentioned that the NAICP group will meet at the Summit in the evening (6:00-7:00 p.m.) on May 14. 

There will be two breakout sessions that will be facilitated by EC members. The topics of the two sessions are: 

 

 Flu and pneumococcal immunization rates among high-risk adults 19-64 years of age 

 How to effectively implement and distribute the new adult immunization standards 

 

Karen discussed a new resource that CDC is pulling together with input from the NAICP. The resource is called 

“low cost and easy strategies for public health programs to increase adult immunizations.” Once this document 

is more finalized, it will be distributed to the NAICP listserv for feedback.  

 

2014 Quarterly Calls: 

May 14-15, 2014 - Adult Immunization Summit 

July 8, 2014 

October 7, 2014 
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