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In her role with DHHS, Mrs. Ricks promotes public health programs, strategies, and 
messages that have the power to improve the lives for 62 million Americans who live 
within her eight-state jurisdiction. Mrs. Ricks has 28 years of federal experience split 
between the U.S. Agency for International Development and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. At HHS, she has worked at the National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases, the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders, and 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health. Mrs. Ricks received her B.S. in 
Journalism from the University of Maryland University College and her MA in Journalism 
from Regent University.  
 


